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TO J . W . M o l l o y

I tried to call John Renkes, Supervisor of tf
Emergency Response U n i t of the I l l i n o i s EPA on
Wednesday, November 12. He was unavailable
u n t i l t h i s afternoon. Our conversation was
relaxed and friendly. There was no apparent
tenseness or threatening mood or manner. I
had prepared my comments in advance but talked
in a two-way conversational manner.

The following is the scenario I followed:

Last Friday on an informal basis, you asked
if Monsanto as a good neighbor, would con-
sider assisting in the m i t i g a t i o n of the
Dead Creek problem. I understood m i t i g a -
tion to mean remove the soil and dispose
of it in a federally approved controlled
site at Monsanto's expense.

We have considered t h i s and we are not
interested in participating in such a
prog ram.

As I stated Friday, we do not bel ieve our
plant caused the presence of PCB's in Dead
Creek. I noted that the PCB manufacturing
u n i t started operation in 1936 and the
Sauget V i l l a g e sewer system was completed

PCB's couId escapein 1932 . Therefore, no
to any surrounding area

I s t i l l be l ieve the cause of P C B ' s be ing
presen t is most p robab ly the m idn igh t h a u l e r ,
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In t h i n k i n g th i s who le s i t u a t i o n over , i t
seems to me to be p r e m a t u r e to t a l k about
c lean-up operat ion unt i l more in fo rmat ion
i s a v a i l a b l e . S i n c e the w a t e r s a m p l e f rom
the f l o r i s t ' s we l l i n d i c a t e s no P C B ' s p r e s e n t ,
i t wou ld appear ground w a t e r c o n t a m i n a t i o n is
not a prob lem. It wou ld seem to me that the
E P A ' s most v iab le course of act ion is to
c o n s i d e r capping the c reek w i t h d i r t .

We cont inue to o f fe r our a n a l y t i c a l s e r v i c e s
in any appropr ia te way. Our labs seem to be
in c lose agreement on P C B ' s but your labs
appeared to have some prob lem w i t h e l e m e n t a l
phosphorus .

John commented on "m i t iga t ion" and "removal of s o i l "
that there are other ways but the EPA h i s t o r i c a l l y
does not l i ke to cover up haza rdous w a s t e s .

To our po l i t e "we are not i n te res ted " , he responded
that at leas t they know where they s tand . I repea t ,
th is was a fr iendly non-threatening response. I
w o u l d speculate that th is does not mean we w i l l
never see the request aga in .

P lease a d v i s e i f there are any ques t i ons .

Paul E. He i s1er
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